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WHAT IS OUR COMMUNITY PLAN?  
The Inverleigh Community Plan is a written document that identifies our vision for the future  
and the goals and actions we have identified to achieve this vision. The Community Plan  
will be a guide for future projects and activities over the next five years. Achievement of the  
priorities identified within the plan will require ongoing community support.  
 
The Community Plan will be used to seek support from a range of organisations and  
government bodies for the implementation of the actions identified within the plan. 
It is a community document, and its implementation will be driven by our local Inverleigh  
residents. Golden Plains Shire Council (GPSC) will assist the community with its implementation  
where possible.  
 
It is acknowledged it is essential that the Community Plan priorities and actions are reviewed  
on a regular basis to ensure that the priorities remain reflective of the emerging needs of  
the community.  
 

DEVELOPING THE COMMUNITY PLAN 
A Community Plan working group was established from members of the Inverleigh Progress 
Association (IPA) to oversee and assist in the development of our Inverleigh Community Plan. The 
working group is strategic in nature, ensuring that local people guide the development of the plan and 
provide local expertise.  
 
The Community Plan development process commenced in 2021 with the Inverleigh community 
survey. Extensive community consultation was undertaken as part of the development of the plan to 
ensure that as many people as possible had an opportunity to contribute.  
 
The community consultation process included:  
Á Literature review 
Á Community surveys 
Á Key stakeholder workshop with community groups & businesses 
Á Feedback survey  
Á Coffee and chat - public feedback sessions  
Á Attendance at community group sessions to gather feedback ie Inverleigh Seniors  

 

COMMUNITY VISION 
The Inverleigh Community Plan was developed after extensive consultation with the local  
community and sets the vision, as well as priorities and actions to achieve this vision.  
 
Our collaborative vision for Inverleigh is as follows:  
 

The Inverleigh Community cares for and respects its natural resources and its heritage 

while looking to the future with its planning for development. Inverleigh strives for the 

perfect combination of community and country character, while retaining a quiet 

country atmosphere. Inverleigh is a great place to live, work, play and raise a family.    
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RELEVANT COUNCIL DOCUMENTS 
The Inverleigh Community Plan does not stand alone. It has been informed by the following Council 
Strategies and Plans operating within the Shire. These Strategies and Plans are developed and 
published by the GPSC.  
 
Key Council Strategies and Plan documents that are relevant to Inverleigh include: 

Á Council Plan 2021-251 

Á Golden Plains Community Vision 20402 

Á Active Ageing & Inclusion Plan 2020-2024 

Á Community Development Strategy 

Á Community Planning Program Action Plan 

Á Municipal Fire Management Plan 

Á Youth Development Action Plan 

Á Municipal Emergency Management Plan 

Á Municipal Public Health and Wellbeing Plan 

Á Domestic Animal Management Plan 

 

Á Reconciliation Action Plan 

Á Health and Wellbeing Action Plan 

Á Municipal Early Years Plan 

Á Volunteer Strategy 

Á Arts, Culture and Heritage Strategy  

Á Sport and Active Recreation Strategy 

Á Social Housing Plan 

Á Inverleigh Structure Plan C87 

Á Panel Report GPS Planning Scheme C87 

Á Inverleigh Structure Plan 

 

All of these documents can be found on the GPSC website3.   
 

INVERLEIGH STRUCTURE PLAN 
The role of the Inverleigh Structure Plan4 is to define the Councilôs preferred direction of future growth 
within the Inverleigh township and articulates how it will be managed. The Inverleigh Structure Plan 
gives effect to the policies and objectives set out for the town in State Government policy and 
considers changing community needs. It guides the major changes to land use, built form and public 
spaces that together can achieve economic, social and environmental objectives for the town in the 
context of the GPSC Planning Scheme5. 
  

 
1 https://www.goldenplains.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/GPSCouncilPlan21-25.pdf 
2 https://www.goldenplains.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/GPS%20Community%20Vision%202040%20FINAL.pdf 
3 https://www.goldenplains.vic.gov.au/  
4 https://www.goldenplains.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/Inverleigh%20Structure%20Plan%20Approval%20Gazetted.pdf 
5 https://www.goldenplains.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/Golden%20Plains%20C87gpla%20Panel%20Report%20.pdf 
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COMMUNITY LED SURVEYS  

Inverleigh Community Survey - Youth Facilities and Services 20216 

This short survey was put together by Inverleigh community members on behalf of the 
IPA. As a direct result of the 2020 COVID situation, it was identified that the youth could be better 
supported in our community. It was open for public consultation throughout February 2021 and 
attracted a total of 192 responses from a complete range of age groups. 
 

Inverleigh Community Survey 20217 

The Inverleigh Community Plan Survey was developed by the IPA with the purpose of understanding 
the wants, desires, opinions and priorities of the Inverleigh community on local matters. The survey 
was conducted over the month of November in 2021 and was published on the IPA website 
(www.inverleigh.org.au). It was advertised widely in the Leigh News publication, the Leigh News 
Facebook page, emailed to subscribers of the Leigh News, posters were displayed in Inverleigh and 
flyers were widely distributed. The survey consisted of 61 questions and resulted in 221 responses 
from the community.  
 
The survey itself addressed the topics of: 
Á demographic 

Á liveability 

Á community safety 

Á the environment and landscape 

Á facilities and infrastructure 

Á sports and recreation 

Á Inverleigh businesses 

Á social and inclusion 

 

  

 
6 https://www.inverleigh.org.au/consultation 
7 https://www.inverleigh.org.au/consultation 

http://www.inverleigh.org.au/
https://www.inverleigh.org.au/consultation
https://www.inverleigh.org.au/consultation
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INVERLEIGH SNAPSHOT 
 
Inverleigh is a growing community as shown by the 2021 Australian Census Data.  
 

 

Existing facilities and shops 

Á Primary school, Kindergarten, Maternal Child Health Centre and Cemetery 
Á Café, Bakery, Farm Supplies, Hotel, General Store / Post Office, Bed and Breakfasts, Pharmacy, 

Real Estate Agents, Op Shop, Antiques, Bric a Brac and Home Wares.  
Á Public Hall, CFA station, Churches, Police Station and Petrol Station  
Á Tennis Courts, Sports Complex with 2 Sporting Ovals, Netball Courts, Bowling Green, Golf 

Course, Playgrounds and Open Spaces. 
 

Existing infrastructure  

Á Individual packaged wastewater treatment systems (no reticulated sewerage) 
Á Reticulated water to most of the township 
Á Power 
Á NBN Fixed Wireless Tower 
Á Telstra and Optus mobile phone towers. 
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Active Community Groups, Organisations and Businesses  

There are a range of active community groups and organisations located within the  
community that provides an avenue for residents to contribute to their community.  
 
These include:  

Á Cemetery Trust 

Á Coffee club 

Á Craft Group 

Á Country Womenôs Association 

Á Farming networking with local farmers 

Á Friends of Inverleigh Nature Conservation 

Reserve 

Á Golden Oldies 

Á Good Friday Appeal Committee 

Á Historical Society 

Á Inverleigh CFA 

Á Inverleigh Food swap 

Á Inverleigh Hotel club 

Á Inverleigh Kinder Parent Committee 

Á Inverleigh Playgroup 

Á Inverleigh Primary School Council 

 

Á Inverleigh Progress Association 

Á Inverleigh Public Hall Committee 

Á Inverleigh RSL 

Á Leigh District Landcare Group 

Á Lions Club 

Á Menôs Group 

Á Murgheboluc Reserve Hall Committee 

Á Opportunity Shop Volunteers 

Á Presbyterian Church 

Á Red Cross 

Á Sacred Heart Catholic Church 

Á Senior Citizens  

Á Sing Sesh 

Á Southern Farming Systems 

Á St Pauls Anglican Church 

Á Victoria Park Mgt Committee  

 

Sports facilities and organisations  

Inverleigh has a number of sporting groups and organisations that utilise a variety of facilities around 
Inverleigh including the Sporting Complex, Public Hall, Church Halls, Golf Club, Parks and Reserves.  
 
They include:  

Á AusKick Program Á Leigh District Riding Club 

Á Inverleigh Bowls Club Á Net Set Go Program 

Á Inverleigh Cricket Club Á Pilates Group 

Á Inverleigh Football & Netball Club Á Private Fitness Groups 

Á Inverleigh Golf Club Á Seniors walking group 

Á Inverleigh Junior Football Club  Á Tennis coaching 

Á Inverleigh Tennis Club Á Walking group 

 Á Yoga Group 
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OUR ASSETS ï WHAT DO WE LOVE ABOUT 
INVERLEIGH? 

Community Spirit  

It was apparent through many of the consultation activities in developing this Community Plan and in 
the Inverleigh Structure Plan process surveys and submissions that the sense of community spirit, 
the local people and the natural environment were what many valued about living in Inverleigh. When 
asked what they like about Inverleigh, responses included ñI like the friendly community vibe, the 
rivers, the trees, and easy country livingò and ñI love that kids can play safely and lots of natural areas 
to exploreò and ñthe sense of communityò.  

Small Community  

For many, the reason they love living in Inverleigh is because it is seen as a small country  
town with a rural feel. Residents appreciate the quiet lifestyle and the feeling of a ñsafe  
community .  
 
The survey identified that 64% of the respondents know their neighbours and that 76% felt a strong 
sense of community. 88% of the respondents felt very proud to live in Inverleigh and 90% felt safe 
living in Inverleigh.  

Social Activity  

Inverleigh is very well supported by a large number of community groups, clubs, associations and 
networks. The range and types of social and sporting activities cater for all age groups that choose to 
be involved. 
 
The survey indicated a strong amount of support for more cultural events in Inverleigh such as music 
concerts, community markets, theatre performances or plays, pop up art gallery, fashion shows and 
car & bike shows. There was also a good response to encourage the addition of more public art 
including sculptures, murals, interactive displays and community art projects 

Proximity to Geelong  

Many mentioned that the proximity to Geelong, yet the distance is what they love about  
Inverleigh: ñit is close enough to Geelong but still far enough away to be a quiet  
uncongested townò. Residents are able to utilise Geelong as they need to, but it is far  
enough away to feel removed.  

Parks, Bushland and Natural Surrounds 

People identified that the natural surrounds and Leigh River contributes to what they love about  
Inverleigh. Many mentioned their appreciation for the ñRiver Walkò. The River Walk is  
the track that follows both sides of the Leigh River through the Inverleigh township. The river is also 
regularly used by kayakers, canoeists and recreational fishers.  
 
The Inverleigh Nature Conservation Reserve (INCR) has also been identified by the local community 
as an asset. INCR runs between Inverleigh and Teesdale and is of high conservation significance. Of 
the Grassy Woodlands that once existed in Victoria, only 1% remains and two thirds of that is the 
Inverleigh NCR. This is classed as an Endangered Ecological Vegetation Class. The Reserve also 
contains a small patch (93 hectares) of an Ecological Vegetation Class known as Damp Sands Herb-
rich Woodland, which represents 95% of this ecosystem that is protected in parks and reserves and 
is classed as Vulnerable. 
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OUR CHALLENGES  

Transport  

School buses are available to transport secondary school students to Bannockburn and Geelong. 
However, there is no other regular public transport available to the town. There are no V/Line bus 
services that stop or travel through Inverleigh. V/Line services travel through Bannockburn into 
Geelong. There is one service, once a week, to Geelong returning a few hours later. Access to public 
transport was viewed as an issue for the town. 

 

General 

The general concerns that were raised through the survey were: 
 
Á The subdivisions ï we will lose that small country village atmosphere 
Á Growing land releases and housing developments 
Á No childcare centre or local facility with provision for long day care 
Á Lack of facilities for older youth 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
































